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Tunisia knew two large-scale experiences of foresight. The first experience was realized on the occasion of the elaboration of the ten-year plan in 1961 and was in it point of departure of the planning of the development in the country. The second experience started in 1995 with the launch by the State of several simultaneous strategic studies for a horizon 2010, more took away than the first experience 2010. Since, the foresight became a tradition in Tunisia which confirmed in 2005 by a foresight on a horizon 2030, even more spread. 

The ten-year plan of 1961 was launched five year after the reconquest of the national sovereignty. The new State tried to establish long-term vision of the economic policy which it has to implement. It is in it that we can say that it is about a foresight study even if in that time we spoke only about planning. The initial conditions of moment allowed the authorities to gather quickly a consensus on the objectives and on the desirable scenario: modernization, economic independence and improvement of the good to be.  It is thus about a voluntarist initiative of foresight. The central question was thus: what means to use to achieve which level of the objectives retained to the horizon of decade? It is not question here to judge reserved choices. We shall underline only that the initiative of exploration of the future allowed the decision-maker to have a platform of coordination of the various interventions. The positive results with regard to the chosen objectives are certainly many. However, many of the unwanted results can explain from the point of view of the foresight initiative by one under evaluation of the role of the actors, in particular as regards the private sector. 

The experience of middle of the 1990s is going to constitute a bend important for the exploration of the future in Tunisia. A bigger range of scenarios of the future was indeed investigated even if the initiative did not follow in the strict sense of the term a foresight explicit methodology. The strategic studies of 1995, among 21 studies, covered various sectors of the economy and social life. The purpose was to be equipped with a coherent and global strategy for the country on the horizon 2010. Tunisia got ready for the time to open more its economy on the rest of the world, in particular with the agreement of institution of a free trade area between Tunisia and the European Union.  The challenge thus consisted in being equipped with a strategy which takes into account this short story look. The strategic studies of 1995 allowed investigating the ways to face and even to take advantage of this context of bigger opening. The five year plan of development was then integrated into a global vision of longer term and covering two tens of sectors and economic and social domains. From 1995, the foresight became an explicit initiative well implanted in various sectors
. 

The new tradition goes on in 2005 with the study "Tunisia 2030" which is distinguished by a more extended horizon of exploration than the previous studies. The field of the study covers practically all the constituents which make the dynamics of the economy and the society. It is the study which also distinguishes itself by its realization in a context of bigger economic and social decentralization connected to the progress of the liberalization policy.

Focal point Institution: Institut Tunisien des Etudes Stratégiques (ITES)
The “Institut Tunisien des Etudes Stratégiques” was founded in 1993 with the objective of carrying out research, study, analysis and forecasting regarding short and longer-term horizons for all issues related to development and national and international phenomena that are liable to affect the process of development of the Tunisian society.

Main areas of focus; Strategic and prospective studies, long-term planning, decision support systems, sectorial studies (in energy, water, demography and national development), computer development models, databases.
Objectives of the Project:  The object of the project was to support the Tunisian authorities in the driving of an exercise of foresight study in Tunisia on the horizon 2030. The expected results from the project are:

· The elaboration of a foresight study "Tunisia on the horizon 2030",
· The driving of analyses deepened on the long-term strategies,
· The intensification of the institutional capacities of the ITES,
· The training of the future Tunisian decision-makers in the methods of the foresight and strategic planning as decision-making tools and constituents of a strategic approach of the economic and social development,
· The promotion of a debate deepened around the big orientations and the enrichment of the communication between the various actors.

Period of the project: from November 1st, 2002 till December 30th, 2007.
Partner: United Nation Development Program (UNDP). 

Foresight in the Tunisian High Schools:

In Tunisia, the forward-looking is taught as module being a part of different Masters from the Tunisian institutions such as the Higher institute of Management (ISG), the Institute of the High Commercial Studies of Carthage (IHEC) and the Institute of the High Commercial Studies of Sfax (IHECS) - who launches a professional new Master of Strategy and Forward-looking - or still of the Faculty of Economic Science and Management of Tunis (FSEGT). 

And in 2005, the Tunisian Virtual University (UVT) launched a new Master named "Applied Prospective" (M2PA) (http:// www.uvt.rnu.tn/m2pa ).
All these experiences are too recent to be correctly evaluated at this time.

� Some of the thematic undertaken by these strategic studies were: Education, health, agriculture, environment, transport, natural resources, regional development, labour market, international migration, economic competition, scientific research, public budget, external financing, …





